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22 September 2014 

Dear Head of the Nablus Division of the ICRC, 

RE: Palestinian political prisoners held by Apartheid Israel 

We, the undersigned, request that as per your unique authority under international 

humanitarian law to protect the life and dignity of the victims of international and internal 

armed conflicts, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) intervene in the 

case of Palestinian political prisoners held by the occupying State of Israel. We request 

that the ICRC fulfill its obligations and founding principles and demand Israel release the 

detainees and cease its illegal practices against Palestinians. 

In recent months, and with the latest massacre committed by Israel against the 

Palestinian people in Gaza, Palestinian detainee’s numbers have dramatically increased 

to nearly 7,000. Of these 7,000 the majority are held in direct violation of international 

law1, detained in prison facilities outside the occupied territory, often preventing families 

from visiting them during their internment. 

Torture by the Israeli State against Palestinian detainees is also endemic. Most recently, 

leading to the tragic death of 35 year old Raed al-Jabari, who died while in Israeli 

custody. The autopsy concluded the cause of death to be internal bleeding from multiple 

blows. Raed’s case is not an isolated one, just the week before Raed’s murder 33 year 

old Muhammad Hussein Rabee was hospitalised after being tortured for 35 days inside 

the notorious Israeli interrogation facility, known as the ‘Russian Compound’, in 

Jerusalem.  

A recent report by the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights evidenced that at least 4 of 

the 31 Palestinians detained by Israel during the latest 51-day Israeli offensive on the 

Gaza Strip had endured torture. Lawyers who visited the detainees in Israel’s Ashkelon 

prison confirmed that the detainees were subjected to various forms of torture, including 

beatings and shackling between two chairs for prolonged periods.  

Later, 4 of the aforementioned detainees were released while 27 remained in custody 

and were charged with being members of armed groups, except for one, Samir al-Najjar, 

who was charged with being an “illegitimate combatant." This is in violation of 

international law2. 

In addition to the torture and arbitrary arrests Palestinians suffer, they are also interned 

by Israel without trial or charge, known as administrative detention. In recent weeks the 

numbers of those detained under these conditions has more than doubled.  

                                                           
1
 Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention stipulates that a “Protected persons accused of 

offences shall be detained in the occupied country, and if convicted they shall serve their 
sentences therein”. 
2
 International law states members of armed resistance groups are considered prisoners of war 

against whom no bills of indictment can be presented. 
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In Nablus, 73 year old retired University lecturer, Dr. Yousef Abdul Haq, was kidnapped 

from his home on 26 August 2014. He is now being held under an administrative 

detention order for 4 months. He and his lawyer are unable to see any of the evidence 

against him or mount a defense. Dr. Yousef, who is suffering from high blood pressure, 

has constantly been harassed by the occupying Israeli forces and his health is of grave 

concern to his friends and family.  

Israel’s use of administrative detention, while permitted under international law under 

certain circumstances3, has been widely condemned by human rights groups. In 

practice, Israel routinely uses administrative detention in violation of the strict 

parameters established by international law. Palestinians can be detained for months, if 

not years, without ever being informed about the reasons or length of their detention. 

Detainees are routinely informed of the extension of their detention on the day that the 

former order expires.    

As an organisation with a proud and distinguished history of upholding international law, 

we, the undersigned, implore the ICRC to apply pressure on Israel to cease its mass 

internment of Palestinians, stop its use of all forms of torture (including psychological) 

and end the use of administrative detention. We also request the ICRC ensures proper 

health care and living conditions for Palestinian detainees, with uninhibited access to 

legal advice and family visits.  

From your role in helping those held in concentration camps by Nazi Germany to visiting 

Nelson Mandela interned by Apartheid South Africa, ICRC has been a beacon of 

humanity. We are asking for that humanity to now be extended to Palestinian political 

prisoners, and like your fearless and tireless work for over a century in standing with the 

oppressed we hope you will not be on the wrong side of history.  

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the 

oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you 

are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.” Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu 

 

Signed, 

Palestinian Political Parties, Associations and Organisation, Nablus Governorate 

                                                           
3
 Article 78 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states that administrative detention may be used 

against protected persons in occupied territory only for “imperative reasons of security”. 


